For Release PR-142

A.Me Papers
May 14, 1948 U« S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Wage and Hour and Public Contracts Divisions
Washington 25, Ds Cs

TWO MORE PUERTO RICAN INDUSTRIES MINIMUM WAGE ORDERS ADOPTED BY MCCOMB

Wme Re MoComb, Administretor of the Wage and Hour and Public Contracts
Divisions, Us Se Department of Labor, today announced the adoption of two more
minimum wage orders under the Fair Labor Standards Act for industries in Puerto
Ricos

Effeotive June 14, the orders affect some 800 employees in the Foundry,
Machine Shop, and Febricated Metal Prodacts Industry, and approximately 400 in
the Small Leather Goods and Related Produots Industrye For the first group, the |
new order establishes a minimum wage of 40 cents an hour, in place of the present

.35-cent rates For the other employeos, the new order will set rates from 17 eents
to 30 oents an hour for various operations now subjeet to rates -panging from
15 cents to 24 cents an hours

The changes in rates for tho Small Leather Goods and Rolated Products
Industry are: Small Leether Goods Divisionehandesowing or hand=lacing operations,
inoreased from 15 cents an hour to 17 cents; all other oporations in this divie
sion, increasecd from 24 conts to 27 cents; Baseball and Softball Divisiones hande
sewing opecrations, increased from 15 cents to 18 océntsy; all other operatione in
this division, incrsased from 24 conts to 27 centsy Braided Leoather Button Divie
sion=whandebreiding oporations, incroesed from 15 cents to 21 ceontsy =all other
operations in this division, increasod from 24 conts to 30 centse

The now wage orders were adopted by the Administrator on the basis of
recommendetions made to him by a trie-partite industry committee which studied

conditions in 14 industries on the Islands A spocial provisian in the ™age and

Hour Law permits the ostablishmont in Puorto Rico of minimum wage rates lowor than

tho stoatutory 40esontse-an<hour minimum the low sets for the continental United
Statese
Publie hearings wore conductod on the industry committaeo's proposalse

Copies of tho wage orders adopted today and the findings and opinions upon which
they aro based are available without ooszno# requeste (06507)






