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TWO MORE PUERTO RICAN INDUSTRIES MINIMUM VfAGE ORDERS ADOPTED BY MCOOM 

Wm. R, MoGomb, Administrator of tho Wage and Hour and Publio Contracts 

Divisions, U. S, Depar-fcment of Labor, today announced tho adoption of two moro 

minimum wago orders under tho Fair Labor S-fcandards Act for industries in Puerto 

Rioo, 

Effeotivo June 14, tho ordors affoot some 800 employees in the Foundry, 

Machine Shop, and Fabricated Metal Products Industry, and approximately 400 in 

tho Small Leather Goods and Relatod Produots Industry* For the first group, the 

new order establishes a minimian wage of 40 oents an hour, in plaoe of the present 

.35-cont rate. For the other employeos, the new ordor vvill set ratos from 17 oonts 

to 30 oents an hour for various operations now subjoot to ratos ranging frora 

15 oents to 24 oents an hour, 

Tho ehanges in rates for tho Small Leather Ooods and Rolated Products 
Industry are: Small Leather Goods Division—hand-sowing or hond-lacing operations, 
increased from 15 conts an hour to 17 conts; all othor oporations in this divi
sion, incroasod from 24 oonts to 27 oents; Baseball and Softball Division— hand-
sewing operations, increased from 15 oents to 18 cents; all other oporatlorw in 
this division, increased from 24 oonts to 27 oonts; Braidod Leather Button Divi
sion—.hand-braiding oporations, incroasod from 15 oents to 21 conts; all othcr 
oporations in this division, increased from 24 oonts to 30 oonts. 

The now -wage ordors wero adoptod 'by the Adminis-fcrator on the basis of 

recommendations mado to him by a tri-parti-fco industrj' committoe whioh studied 

oonditions in 14 industrios on the Island. A spocial provision in tho -"̂igo and 

Hour Law poirmits -fche ostablishmont in Puerto Rioo of ninimun -wage rates lowor than 

tho sta-fcutory 40-oonts-an-hour ninimum tho lav;- sots for tho continental Unitod 

States, 

Publio hearings were conductod on tho industry comnittoo*s proposals. 

Copies of tho -wage orders adopted today and tho findings and opinions upon whioh 

thoy aro based are a-Tailablo vn.thout oos-fc on request^ (06507) 




